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Dear friends of Sunrise,  
We hope you are all enjoying Winter in Australia, and the 

lush green gardens the rains bring about. In Nepal the 
monsoon rains have started and generally run from mid 
June through until mid September. Whilst they do cause 
numerous and often very deep mud puddles (!) , they also 
have lots of positive benefits such as washing away a lot 
of the dust and pollution built up over the dry season, as 

well as being invaluable to the millions of farmers that 
make up Nepalôs population.  
 
The Sunrise children love being able to wear raincoats, 
with the older children enjoying skipping along Mary 
Poppins style under their new umbrellas home from 

school! It is nice and warm throughout the rainy season, 
and a lovely time of year in Nepal. 

 
Above: Arati Tamang returning home from school  

 
240 year Monarchy in Nepal  comes to an end!  
The past 10 to 15 years on Nepalôs political front ha s  
been turbulent to say the least.  The Maoists declared 

ñThe Nepalese Peopleôs Warò in 199 6  through which 
tens of thousands of civilians and army have been killed, 
in 2001 the Royal Family was murdered  in a still 
unexplained massacre leaving the Monarchy to the former 
Kings younger brother King Gyandendra. In 2003 

Gyanendra dissolved the parliament, appointed a 
figurehead Prime Minister and stepped up the war to 
crush the Maoist guerillas.  
 
In April 2006  the Maoists ended their guerilla struggle 
and tens of thousands of protesters defied security forces 

for days to demand that the king step down and that  
basic democratic rights be implemented. On April 10 th  
this year, elections were finally held with the 
Maoists winning over 60% of the National vote  and 
are now the largest representative party in the coalition 

government. 
 
One of their first priorities wa s to abolish the Monarchy 
and on the 28th May 2008, aft er 239 years as the 
worldôs only Hindu Kingdom, Nepal was declared a 
Republic . 

 
Above: Former King of Nepal, Gyanendra  

 
For a more detailed account, please see the last 
page of this newsletter.  
 
SCAIôs óTaking Care of Our World ô 
Whilst we have little or no influence over the political 

situation in Nepal and the tremend ous suffering it has 
and continues to cause thousands of innocent people, we 
are doing everything we can to help as many innocent 
children, many who have been orphaned or abandoned 
through this political conflict , one child at a time . Sunrise 

Orphanage now provides a safe, loving home for 76 
children who may have otherwise faced a bleak future of 
homelessness, illness, poverty, trafficking and slave 
labour.   
 
Recently, Emma Taylor was formally recognized for her 

dedication and commitment to the children of Nepal over 
the past four and a half yearsé 
  
Much to Emmaôs surprise, she was not only nominated 
and then selected as a finalist in the Marie 
Claire /Garnier  ñTake Care/ Taking Care of the 

World Around Youò competition  for all her volunteer 
work with Sunrise in Australia and Nepal, we just found 
out she WON ! Emma was one of several hundred to be 
nominated, and as part of the prize was invited to attend 
a lunch in Sydney with Jackie Frank, the Editor of Marie 
Claire, as well as some other staff from Marie Claire and 

Loreal/Garnier who initiated and sponsored the 
competition.  
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With 503,000 readers of Marie Claire , many of whom 
are very socially aware, we hope to gain some positive 
exposure for Sunrise and hopefully a few more sponsors!  
 

The major prize is a trip for two to Hayman Island 
for 5 days. Emma is planning on raffling the prize 
off at one of SCAIôs next fundraising events, so 
watch out for news on the next events!  
 

Thank you to everybody that voted, we really 
appreciate your support.  And thank you Marie 
Claire and Garnier!  
 

Sponsor visit to  Sunrise  
Ivo Kavelj  visted Sunrise Orphanage in Nepal for a week 
in May to visit his three sponsor children; siblings Saugat 
and Suruchi Mainali and Anita Lama. I am not sure who 

was more excited to meet who, but  I do know they all 
thoroughly enjoyed his visit , and the beautiful bright 
coloured tops he bought each of them.  

 
Above: Ivo with Anita, Saugat  and  Suruchi  

 

Volunteers  
Stephanie Rendina  joined us at Sunrise Orphanage 
from Sydney in April/May. She was an absolute delight to 

have around and incredibly helpful, doing some wonderful 
art and craft with the children, including paper mache 
piñatas for our bi -monthly birthday party , making hand 
painted t-shirt with the children , and teaching various 
classes at the childrenôs school which the school staff very 
much appreciated. Thank youStef!  

 

Above: Stefôs first day with the children at our 
Sunrise Sport s Day  

 
Above: One of the childrenôs hand -painted t -shirts  

 
Silvi San Juan joined us at Sunrise Orphanage in June. 
The children and carers enjoyed her company and all her 
help tremendously! Silvi helped repairing the kids clothes 

and school bags, drawing and took them on some fun 
outings. Prior to Silvi coming to Nepal she very kindly 
raised several thousand dollars for Sunrise, as well as co-
ordinating a donation of software from Microsoft f or 
Sunrise. Thank you Microsoft  and thank you Silvi ! 

 

 
 
If anyone is interested in volunteering in Australia please 
contact emma@scai.org.au  or in Nepal  
michaela@scai.org.au . We guarantee it will be an 
experience of a life time!   
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
On the 3rd May we held our bi -monthly birthday party for 
all children with birthdays in March and April.  As always 
the children were very happy to be sung óHappy Birthdayô 
by all their Sunrise brothers and sisters, to enjoy a big 
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birthday cake and receive small gifts from their Sunrise 
family. The highlight of this monthôs party was the 
piñatas ï each child got 3 hits and thousands of laughs, 
oh and a few sweets each when they finally burst it open!  
 

 
Above : Birthday children blowing out the candles 

on their birthday cake.  
 

 
Above: Bipin trying his luck with the Pinata!  

 

Emma was also lucky enough to spend yet another 

birthday with the children on 7th May and was again spoilt 
with lots of happy birthday wis hes and beautiful cards 
from the children 

 

Above: Emma with Amber and his beautiful 
birthday card  

 
Extra -Curricular Activities  
On top of the numerous hours the children spend 

studying and doing their chores, they make the most of 
their free t ime and have continued playing football, 
volleyball, basketball, badminton, other outdoor games, 
singing and dancing at home.  
 
We also organized a Sunrise Sports Day  at a local field 

in which the children participated in running races, egg 
and spoon races, relays, ball games and tug-of-war. The 
children were all great sports, enthusiastically 
encouraging their team mates and we all had a fantastic 
day! 

 
Above: On your marks, get seté..! 

 

 
Above: Sadhumaya leads one of the younger tug -

of - teams édetermination as always!  
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Above: The onlookers Sunita and Tashi resting 

after their tug -of -war challenge!  
 
School holidays  
The children enjoyed school holidays for almost 3 weeks 
(end of term 1) in May/June and as always were very 

active, enjoying their favourite sp orts and games, as well 
as using this time to diligently do some study, read and 
work on the computers .  

 
Above: Pema practicing his typing  

 

 
Above: Sabin, Ramchandra, Raja and Subash 

practicing their dancing  

Excursions  
This quarter we took the whole Sunr ise family to one of 
our favourite picnic spots, up in the hills of Nagarkot, 
45mins by bus from Sunrise. The carers prepared a feast 
and it was a great day enjoyed by all ! 
 

 
Above: Fulmaya, Sangita, Manju, Lasang and 

Fulmaya serving up a treat!  
After lunch the children played badminton, soccer, 
chasey, picked flowers and even found a jungle to play 
Tarzan and Jane! 

 
Above: Some of the soccer  boys  

 
Above: Bipin with his  posie , below Khim Maya and 

Sujata  


